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clouds to the birds, or the birds to the clouds ?    Those who are in need should
not fail to ask (for aid), and great men should not fail to give aid (to the needy).*'
Then the king had a new city built for him there, and crowned him king, and gave
him a hundred courtezans.   Thereupon the king went to his own city.
Therefore, O king, if such magnanimity is found in you, then do you mount upon
this throne.
Here ends the sixth story in the Thirty-two Tales of the Throne
7. Story of the Seventh Statuette
Two headless bodies brought to life by Vikrama
southebn recension of 7
Wlien the king again in an auspicious moment approacht to mount
upon the throne, another statue said: " O king, he is worthy to mount
upon this throne who has the magnanimity and heroism of Vikrama."
Bhoja said: "Tell me a tale of his magnanimity." She said: "O
king, listen.
While Vikramaditya was king all people were happy, and the
thorns of evil men did not exist in the world. All people were devoted
to good conduct. The brahmans were interested only in the study of
the Vedas and the lawbooks and in the performance of their duties,
and were steadfast in the six religious acts (of studying and teaching
the Veda, sacrificing for themselves and for others, giving and accept-
ing gifts). All the castes showed fear of evil, love of fair fame, incli-
nation to benevolence, devotion to truth, hatred of covetousness, ab-
horrence of slander, eagerness to show mercy to (all) creatures, devoted
worship of the Supreme Lord, purity of body, reflection on good things
as to whether they were transient or eternal, prudence with respect to
the next world, truthfulness in speech, steadfastness in keeping their
word; and the virtue of magnanimity was in their hearts. Thus the
whole world, filled with right desires and purified at heart, dwelt in
happiness thru the grace of the king. In this city there was a certain
merchant named Dhanada. There was no limit to his wealth; all
objects of value that any one might seek were to be found right in his
house. Tho he was thus endowed with all good fortune, there arose in
his heart a consciousness of the transiency of all goods: " How now!
unprofitable is this round of existence, and the whole mass of objects
of wealth is transient.
1. Know that union with dear ones is like the mirage of a city in
the sky; that youth and wealth both are even as a mass of clouds;

